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international context

 

Year Number of 
projects

Amount  
(billions of dollars)

Jobs 
(thousands)

2003 9,462 306.5 496.3
2004 10,218 280.8 533.3
2005 10,475 261.3 505.8
2006 12,024 377.8 709.1

2007 (*) 11,414 452.0 830.8
Source: OCO Monitor (*) IFA estimation on the basis of first 11 months

International “greenfield” investment 
projects (2003-2007)

 2006 2007 2007/2006
(growth)

Distribution 
in 2007 (%)

Developed 
economies 858 1,002 	 16.8 	 65.1%

Europe 566 651 	 14.9 	 42.3%

Eu 15 492 572 	 16.2 	 37.2%

10 new EU 
member states 39 38 	 -2.3 	 2.5%

USA 175 193 	 10.0 	 12.5%

Developing 
economies 379 438 	 15.7 	 28.5%

Africa 36 36 	 0.1 	 2.3%

Latin America 84 126 	 50.2 	 8.2%

Asia. Oceania 260 277 	 6.6 	 18.0%

Transitional 
economies 69 98 	 40.8 	 6.4%

World 1,306 1,538 	 17.8 	 100% So
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Flows of FDI per host region or country 
2006-2007 (billions of dollars)

 

USA Europe Rest of the 
world

Amount % Amount % Amount %

2006 211.1 18.0% 620.0 52.8% 342.1 29.2%

2007 406.9 19.5% 1,197.3 57.4% 480.1 23.0%

Distribution of mergers and acquisitions  
per target region (billions of dollars)

 
2006 (%) 2007 (%)

Asia-Pacific 32.6% 31.0%

EU-15 23.6% 25.7%
Rest of Europe 22.4% 20.8%
North America 7.5% 8.2%
Latin America 4.7% 6.9%
Middle East 5.4% 4.3%

Africa 3.8% 3.2%

Total 100% 100%

Distribution of “greenfield” investment 
projects per host region (number of projects)
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Main international merger and acquisition transactions initiated or completed in 2007

Amount of 
transaction 
(billions of dollars)

Target company Nationality of 
target company

Sector of target 
company

Purchasing 
company

Nationality of 
purchasing 
company

Progress of 
transaction

192.8 Rio Tinto PLC United Kingdom Metals & mining BHP Billiton Ltd Australia In progress

98.2 ABN-AMRO 
Holding NV Netherlands Banking RFS Holdings BV Netherlands-

United Kingdom Completed

43.9 Alcan Inc Canada Metals & mining Rio Tinto PLC United Kingdom Completed

26.4 Endesa SA Spain Electricity Investor Group Italy Completed

23.9 Eiffage SA France
Building/

construction & 
engineering

Sacyr 
Vallehermoso SA Spain In progress

21.5 Altadis SA Spain Tobacco Imperial Tobacco  
Group PLC United Kingdom In progress

19.4 Alliance  
Boots PLC United Kingdom Retail. 

distribution
AB  

Acquisitions Ltd United Kingdom Completed

18.5 Rodamco  
Europe NV Netherlands Real estate Unibail  

Holding SA France Completed

18.4 Hanson PLC United Kingdom Building materials Lehigh UK Ltd United Kingdom Completed

18.3 ICI PLC United Kingdom Chemicals Akzo Nobel NV Netherlands Completed 

18.3 Reuters Group PLC United Kingdom Publishing Thomson Corp USA In progress

18.2 Scottish & 
Newcastle PLC United Kingdom Agro-food Investor Group Netherlands In progress

16.8 Koninklijke  
Numico NV Netherlands Agro-food Groupe  

Danone SA France Completed

16.0 Intelsat Ltd Bermuda Aerospace & satellite BC Partners Ltd United Kingdom In progress

15.0 OCI Cement Group Egypt Building materials Lafarge SA France In progress

14.8 MOL Magyar Olaj  
es Gazipari Hungary Petrol and gas OMV AG Austria In progress

14.7 MedImmune Inc USA Biotechnologies AstraZeneca PLC United Kingdom Completed

14.4 Organon 
Biosciences {OBS} Netherlands Pharmaceuticals Schering-Plough 

Corp USA Completed

12.7 Hutchison  
Essar Ltd India Telecommunications Vodafone Group 

PLC United Kingdom Completed

11.6 GE Plastics USA Chemicals SABIC Saudi Arabia Completed
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�Slight reduction in the number  
of “greenfield” projects
Physical investment projects, also known as 

“greenfield” projects, make up the other major component 
of international investment flows. Growth in “greenfield” 
projects has been slower in 2007. According to statistics 
published by Oco Monitor, the number of international 
“greenfield” projects dropped slightly. However, this is 
compensated by an increase in the average size of these 
projects, which represents an increase in the size of 
total investment and number of jobs being created.  

�The economic attractiveness  
of Western Europe
The increase in FDI flows differed according 

to the various regions of the world. This was relatively 
low in Asia, Africa, and the 10 new member states of 
the European Union, but was sustained in transitional 
economies (Russia in particular) and Latin America.

Developed economies showed a sustained increase 
in inward FDI flows: +17%, a level which is practically the 
same as global growth levels. With 1,000 billion dollars of 
investments in 2007, these countries continue to attract 
almost two thirds of global FDI flows. Foreign takeovers of 
North American and European companies, in particular, 
almost doubled reaching 1,600 billion dollars, which is 
roughly three quarters of the global total.

Western Europe showed high performance levels, 
with inward FDI up by 16%, thus maintaining its position 
of leading host region worldwide in 2007. There was a 
particularly high increase in the level of acquisitions, but the 
region also maintained its position in terms of “greenfield” 
projects, with a slight increase in terms of the global market: 
25.7% compared to 23.6% last year.



IFA works closely with a number of French businesses to offer a complete service to foreign investors who 
join the IFA Club.

Audit, Accounting: Deloitte, Grant Thornton, Fidag, Isobel Audit Consulting, Mazars; Bank: Barclays; Legal 
Advisors, Law firms: Amyot Juridique & Fiscal, Baker & Mc Kenzie, DS Avocats, Salans ; Economic Development: C 
& D International Dynamix, France Industrialisation & Emploi ; Human Resources, Recruiting: APEC; Services for 
Expatriate Personnel: Helma International. 

Our thanks to:
Companies. 5e saison, ABN-AMRO Holding NV, Accenture, Ackermans van Haaren, Adisseo, Aker Yards, 

Albert Frère, Alcan Inc, Alliance Boots PLC, Almeco SpA, Altadis SA, Amazon, AmorePacific, Asah Glass Co Ltd, 
Ascoforge Sage, AstraZeneca, Aviva, Bakkavör, Barclays, Barco, Bearing Point, Bekaert, Bertrandt AG, Binck Bank, 
Bluestar, Bombardier, BP, Bracco France SpA, Cadbury, Cap Holding, Carlson Wagonlit Travel, Castorama, CCF, 
China Shipping, Cidou, Cipris, Claimtracker, Colruyt, Compass, Corail, Cosco, CSR, Danisco, Danone, Darty, DNP, 
Dujardin Foods, EADS, EasyJet, Ebrex, Eiffage SA, Electronic Data Systems, Eli-Lily, Endesa SA, ENI, Entreprise 
Générale de Transports du Nord, EU-AGC Automotive, Euro Media, Farinia, Fast Retailing, Faust Pharmaceuticals, 
Fiat Powertrain Technologies SA, Finmeccanica, Finnforest, Flo, Florence & Peillon, Fritzmeier Systems GmbH, 
Fruytier, Fuji Autotech, Fuji Kiko, Fuki Autotech France, Fumel Automotive Aquitaine, Garro Spa, GE Plastics, 
Generali, Genzyme, Grant Thornton, Gravity Europe, Group4, Grundfoss, Grupo Corporativo Teype S.L., GSK, 
Hamilton Sundstrand, Hanson PLC, Horiba ABX, HSBC, Huawei, Huron Graffenstaden SAS, Hutchison Essar Ltd, 
Ibiden, IBM, Iceland Group, Icera, ICI PLC, Ikea, Imeris, Ineos, Intelsat LTD, ISS, Italcementi, Jefferson Wells, 
Johann Hay GmbH und Co, Jyoti CNC Rajkot, Jysk, Katoen Natie, Kesa, Kingfisher, Knauf, Komelon Europe, Kone, 
KPMG, Lafarge, LG Electronics, LogicaCMG, Lotus Nakeries, LPC Group Plc, Magna, Mandarin Oriental Hotel, 
Mango, Manpower, Mapei, Marazzi, Maruyasu, Medison, Medlmmune Inc, MOL Cement Group, MOL Magyar Olaj 
es Gapzipari, Motordetal, Motorola, Negma Laboratories, Nexia Froid, NFM Technologies, NFX, Nippon Suisan, 
Novo Nordisk, OCI Cement Group, Odotech, Organon Biosciences (OBS), Pantech, Pernod Ricard, Pickenpack-
Gelmer, Polimoon, Prologis, Protection Service, Provimi, PSR Group, Q-Free, Qualiphar, Ranbaxy, Ratier Figeac, 
RBS, Recticel, Renault Trucks, Renesas, Rentokil Initial, Reuters Group PLC, Rewe AG, Reynaers Aluminium, 
Rhodia, Rio Tinto PLC, Robert Bosch GmbH, Rockwool, Rodamco Europe NV, Roularta, Saica, Samsung, Sangji 
Construction, SAP, SCA Hygiène Products, Scottish & Newcastle PLC, Securitas, SHV, SKF Aerospace, Smart 
Technologies, Solvay, Span Diagnostic, Suez, Tata, Tate & Lyle, Terex, ThyssenKrupp AG, TIM SA, Toray, Total, Toyo 
Aluminium, Transavia, Unichem, Unilever, Unilog, United Parcel Services (UPS), United Technologies Corporation, 
Vandemoortele, Verbom Inc, VK, Volkswagen, Volvo Trucks, VSNL, Vueling, Wärtsila, Watchdata, Wipro Ltd, 
Wockhardt, Wolseley, YG-1, Zara, Zen, ZTE. 
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Invest in France Agency 

(IFA) is the national 

agency responsible for 

promoting, prospecting 

and facilitating 

international investment  

in France. It also 

coordinates initiatives 

promoting the appeal 

and image of France.  

The IFA network operates 

worldwide, with offices  

in France, as well as in 

North America, Asia and 

Europe. In France, IFA 

works in partnership with 

regional development 

agencies to offer 

international investors 

outstanding business 

opportunities and 

customized services. 

Information at  

www.investinfrance.org
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